Finding a Great Web Site

	
	Pro
	Con

	Currency
	· Site is current and states when it was last updated.

· Links are checked frequently.
	· Site is out-of-date or doesn’t say when it was last updated.

· Site contains “dead links.”

	Purpose
	· Site is sponsored by an educational or nonprofit institution and/or has an informational purpose.
	· Site’s purpose is to sell you something—either a product or a point of view—in the guise of providing information.

	
Authority
	· Site’s author or sponsor is clearly stated.

· Author or sponsor is an authority in the field.
Site provides links to other reliable sites.
	· Author or sponsor is unknown or unclear .

· Author is not an authority.

· Author does not quote sources or provide links to back up his/her statements.

	Bias
	· Site attempts to be objective, or states its bias clearly.

· Site distinguishes between fact and opinion.
	· Site has an unstated bias.

· Site presents opinions as “fact”.

	Design and content
	· Site is well-organized; information is easy to find.

· Site does not have intrusive or flashy advertising .

· Spelling and grammar are correct.
	· Site is hard to navigate; can’t find information you need.

· Content is overwhelmed by flashy ads or graphics.

· Site has typos and spelling/ grammatical errors.


Guide to Domains

	Domain Suffix
	Type of Sponsor

	.gov
	Government institution

	.org
	Nonprofit organization

	.edu
	Educational institution (usually a university)

	.com or .net
	For-profit business or commercial institution 

(Beware of subtle advertising!)

	.il
	Site is based in Israel

	~  [i.e. www.u.washington.edu/~ekushner]
	An individual site attached to an organization’s web domain; i.e. a student at a university. 

 Could mean the site isn’t as reliable as it appears at first—check other clues. 


Checking Hoaxes and Urban Legends: 
· www.snopes.com – great searchable index of urban legends and e-mail hoaxes.

· http://www.urbanlegends.com/ulz/ -- stories about the latest urban legends.

